
If God is in Control:  

why does all this bad stuff happen? 

The reason Jesus gives all believer the Holy Spirit- John 14:15-31 
Jesus knew his death would cause the disciple to be disappointed and even doubt him… 

• Into this situation the God of the Universe 

speaks to prepare his followers for the hardship 

that is coming 

• He promises the future will be Ok if we trust 

and obey him 

• He promises to be with us as we go through 

the trials of life  

 

 

 

Popular philosophy in John’s time 

 

People who are hearing Johns Gospel in the latter part of the first century at the church of Ephesus 

were no strangers to hard times and suffering. The culture around them was very similar to that of 

our day.  

One of the great philosophies of that time was Epicurean. Epicurus was born on Samos less than 20 

km from Ephesus. 

Epicurus came up with his theory that no man can ever really know god, because he had had enough 

of Socrates and Plato and Aristotle implying that in light of the fact that there was a greater reality 

behind the reality we see we ought to be living better lives. 



The summarized version of Epicurean philosophy is as follows: 

Let’s just enjoy life now, make it as nice as possible for everyone- it’s all we know – there is no reason 

to try and better ourselves unless it benefits us directly. Although it is a good idea to eat well, 

exercise regularly and do things that make you happy. 

Now you hear people talk like this today- all the time everywhere. Join the Gym, get ready for 

summer, plan the next big holiday, entertain yourself…but have you ever thought that these things 

might be distractions from seeking after God?  

But just in case you are feeling guilty and you want to go back to seeking after some ultimate reality 

Epicurus reminds us of one of Satan’s greatest lies: God does not care about you so why should we 

care about him? 

When hard times come along it is very easy to reject the notion that God is in control or that God is 

Good. 

And with this great temptation lurking in their minds John reminds his readers what Jesus said to the 

Apostles the night before they all scattered like sheep losing faith in God. 

John 14:15  “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 

14:16  And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 

14:17  even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 

him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 

Another – implies Jesus is a helper too [one helper leaves one is sent to stay] 
Paraclete often translated comforter but not about strength as such 
Literally alongside called  
Legal term for someone call on to help in a legal matter or someone helping someone else who has 
been called in a legal matter. Helper or advocate are possibly better terms – in this case it does not 
mean strengthener. 
Forever what a promise 
When do we have to give the Holy Spirit back? Never 
How long do we have the holy spirit? – forever 
The Holy Spirit is the Power of God, the source of Life for every believer. 
No one can believe without the power of the Holy Spirit.  

1. The Holy Spirit is with us from day one of our faith journey. In fact, he is at work in us even 
before that.  

2. We may receive special blessings from the Spirit after our conversion the Bible refers to the 
baptism of the Spirit or as I prefer to call it the anointing of the Spirit-often this is something 
that precedes an assignment from heaven.  If you use the term Baptism of the Holy Spirit do 
not confuse that with the Baptism in the name of the Father the Son and the Holy Spirit. One 
is the symbol of beginning our faith journey, the other is empowering to fulfil a calling.  The 
disciples were Christians who had the Holy Spirit working within them before Pentecost, but 
they were anointed or baptised with the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to begin the Church.    

3. And we must refresh ourselves in the Holy Spirit regularly [if not daily]. or learn more things 
by the Spirit. As we will see in this passage Jesus wants us to get to know the Holy Spirit 

But no one can be Christian without the regenerative resurrection power of the Holy Spirit working 
within them.   
 
 



All that Scripture tells us about the Holy Spirit is regarded by earthly men as a dream; because, 

trusting to their own reason, they despise heavenly illumination. Now, though this pride abounds 

everywhere, which extinguishes, so far as lies in our power, the light of the Holy Spirit; yet, conscious 

of our own poverty, we ought to know, that whatever belongs to sound understanding proceeds from 

no other source. Yet Christ’s words show that nothing which relates to the Holy Spirit can be learned 

by human reason, but that He is known only by the experience of faith. 

Calvin 

Philosophy and reason thought and even our emotions or feeling cannot make us believe in God. 
You cannot argue a person into the Kingdom of heaven  
You cannot love a person into the Kingdom of heaven 
You should not neglect good reasoning argument 
Neither should you cease to be loving and Kind 
But real understanding comes when the Spirit teaches us the truth and Love 
The problem comes when we look at God and what we know is right through the lens of our 
understanding and love 
Whereas God intended our understanding and Love to flow from him 
Some of us have to repent of the sin of leaning too much on our own understanding 
Sadly, some men deny the possibility of God being able to intervene in our world supernaturally this 

sort of belief came about during a time in history people call the enlightenment. If you meet 

someone today who will not tolerate the idea that there is possibility of supernatural things existing, 

then you can be sure their belief is based on the philosophers of the enlightenment. [whether they 

know it or not] 

 

Philosopher David Hume obviously decided Epicurus was onto something 

If you read philosophy or perhaps understand the history of scientific inquiry; Hume was possibly the 

closest anyone has ever come to proving that God does not exist. However, his argument is based on 

the mistaken idea that no-one has every really had a supernatural meeting with God. 

His argument is that we cannot measure God therefore we must deny the existence of the 

supernatural. 

Therefore, if you claim to have had a supernatural experience, as far Hume is concerned, you are not 

worth talking too.  



If you wonder why the education system, universities, most healthcare providers and many 

politicians and journalists do not allow people to speak about supernatural things you can be certain 

that they have been affected by this central idea that David Hume put forward. It is blatant 

discrimination designed to keep stories about God out of public consciousness.  

Pro-life groups are not kept out of universities because of their belief about abortion, but rather 

because open dialogue may lead to a discussion about obligations to God. 

Creation science is not kept out of universities because it is bad science, but rather because open 

dialogue may lead to a discussion about obligations to God. 

Disciples of Hume claim that God is unknown and unknowable and therefore they believe that a 

secular society is preferable. This is the great Lie behind the society in which we live. Look around 

this room: You can believe in God and not be Crazy.  

You don’t have to be silent about your belief just because someone who died 300 years ago says you 

do.  

14:18  “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

14:19  Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you 

also will live. 

14:20  In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 

14:21  Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves 

me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 

 

In a sense everyone is a child of God because we were all created by God 
That is the way you must look at every other person on this planet as a child of God 
But  
In a sense we are all orphans without a father because God had to abandon us because of our 
sinfulness 
Now  
Because of Jesus dying for our sins God can adopt us as his Children  
Those of us who he adopts become his Church 
How do we Know we have been adopted?  
We know him, we love him and we do his will. 
 



 

Two passages in the NT that speak extensively on the Holy Spirit are John 14 and Romans 8  
Notice they both focus on the Father heart of God. 
 

14:22  Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not 

to the world?” 

14:23  Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, 

and we will come to him and make our home with him. 

14:24  Whoever does not love me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine 

but the Father's who sent me. 

14:25  “These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 

14:26  But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all 

things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

14:27  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 

your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

I don’t know if you have noticed but his is the third time Jesus links Love with obedience 
This is why we need a teacher.  
The simplest way to hear the teaching voice of the Holy Spirit is to read the Bible and trust in its 
integrity. Remember the Holy Spirit inspired the men who wrote the bible and he works in you while 
you are reading it to bring the meaning out in your life. 

 

Even in Hollywood they know that troubled hearts are on the path to villainy 



 

From Batman vs Superman  
The concept of God as good is denied by arguing that no one really seeks to be virtuous therefore 
virtue cannot exist 
If there is no such thing as Good or Evil, then villains win 
But what Lex fails to realize is that the Bible agrees with him [no-one does of their own free will] 
seek virtue; but this does not man virtue does not exist 
True virtue [otherwise known as Holy God] comes to earth to rescue humanity; with the intention of 
transforming mankind into virtuous people.  
This is a repetitive theme right throughout the Bible. 
God is both all Good [Holy] and All Powerful [omnipotent] 
The only reason humans think he is not; is because they don’t trust his plan 
When we allow the negative experiences in life to steal our faith from us we forget that God has a 
purpose in exposing us to hardship 
hopelessness and the emotion we feel when we think we have been forgotten cause us to doubt 
God 
But It a mistake to believe life is about our personal happiness and fulfilment 
Ultimately it leads to a place where something as pathetic as disappointment has the power to wipe 
us out 
This is why Jesus commands us to not let our hearts be troubled 
 

14:28  You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you loved me, you 

would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 

14:29  And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take place you may 

believe. 

14:30  I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming. He has no claim on 

me, 

14:31  but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father. 

Rise, let us go from here. 

 

 



Conclusion: we have seen in this passage who the Holy Spirit is: 
1. The one through whom we know Jesus [God with us] 
2. The one through whom we know the Father [adoption] 
3. Helper 
4. Holiness bringer from without [the written Word] 
5. Holiness bringer from within [the living Word] 
6. Peace bringer 
7. Power of God 

 
So what 
God is all around us and God is helping us get to know him 
Have you let the lies of this prince of this world have a claim on you or are you ready to Rise up with 
God and Go with him in your life? 
Trust he is with you. 
Hard times are coming – It’s easy to have faith when you are in the dining room with Jesus [that is 
what this place is the church] But what about tomorrow when you feel abandoned by God and you 
see Jesus dead on the Cross. Or what about later on when you know Jesus is in heaven but you don’t 
think he is near you?   
Where is my Helper now you cry? He is closer than a breath? do you really live like that is true?  

 

 


